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Listin2 of Claims: 

1 . (Previously Presented) All input device comprising: 

a designated value chjuige unit operable lo change a designated value using a variation 
amount associated with the designated value, the designated value being changed using a 
predetermined first variation amount when a fij-st designated value change directive is received 
from an operator; and 

a variation amount change unit operable to alter the variation amount associated with ihe 
desi^atcd value from the predetermined first variation amount lo a smaller second variation 
amount when a second designated value change directive tliat is opposite the finst designated value 
change directive is received from the operator within a prcdetcnnincd variation amount change 
period, 

wherein the variation amount change unit is furtlicr operable to restore the variation amount 
associated with the designated vakie Jh^m the smaller second variation anjount back to the 
predetermined first variation amount when a variation amount retention period lapses allcr a 
previous designated value change directive is received firom the operator. 

2. (Previously Presented) The input device of Claim 1 , wherein the cicsignaied value change 
unit comprises: 

an increase unit operable to increase the designated value using the variation amount 
associated with the designated value wlicn an increase directive is received from the operator; and 

a decrease imit operable to decrease the designated value using the variation amount 
associated with the designated value when a decrease directive is received from the operator. 
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wherein the firal dcsigirated value change directive is one ofthc increase directive and the 
decrease directive and the second designated value change directive is the other of the increase 
directive and the decrease directive. 

3. (Previously Presented) The input device of Claim 2, further comprising: 

an increase button operable to allow the operator to input the increase directive; and 
a decrease button operable to allow the operator to input the decrease directive. 

4. (Previously Presented) The input device of Claim 1 , further comprising: 

a display unit operable to visually display iiifonnalion aixnit changes in the desijjnaicd 
value or changes in (he variation amount associated with the designated value. 

5. (Cancelled) 

0. (Previously Presented) The input device of Claim 1 , further comprising: 

an aggregate change management unit operable to manage an aggregate change in the 
designated value when llic variation amount associated with the designated value is altered from the 
prcdetcmnned first variation amount to the smaller second variation amount, wherein the variation 
amount change unit is operable to restore the variation amount associated with the designated value 
from the smaller second variation iunount back to the prctictcrmincd first variation amoutu when 
the aggregate chajige in the designated value exceeds the predetermined first variation amount. 



■3' 
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7. (Previously Presenlcd) The input device of Claim 1 , wherein the desigiiatcd vaJiie change 
unit changes the designated value using ihc smaller second variation amount when a designated 
value chyjige directive is received from the operator afler the variation amount associated with the 
designated vahie has been altered fi om the predetermined Jlrsl variation amount to the smaller 
isecond variation amount. 

8. (Cancelled) 

9. (CanccHcd) 

10. (CajKclled) 

1 1 . (Previously Presented) An input method, the method comprising: 

storing a designated value, the designated value being associated with a variation tunount; 

clumging the designated value using a prcdctei-mined first variation amount when a first 
designated value change directive is received; 

altering the variation amount associated with the designated value from the predetermined 
first variation amount to a sinaller second variation amount when a second designated vahie change 
directive that is opposite the first designated value change directive is received within a 
predetermined variation amoimt change period; ;md 

restoring the variation junount associated with (he designated value from the smaller second 
variation amount back to the predetermined first variation amount when a variation amount 
retention period lapses allcr a previous designated value change directive is received. 

.4- 
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12. (Cancelled) 

1 3. (Previously Prc^cnlcd) A computer program product comprising: 

a computer usable medium having a computer readable program, wherein the computer 
readable progriiin when executed on a computer causes the computer to: 

store a designated vahic, the designated vahie being assoeialed witli a variation 
amount: 

change the designated value using a predetentiincd lirst variation amounr when a 
first designated value change directive is received; 

alter the vai iation amount associated with the designated vahic from the 
predetermined first viu-ialion amount to a smaller second variation amount when a second 
designated value change directive that is opposite the first designated value change directive 
is received within a predetermined variation iunount change period; and 

restore the variation amount associated with the designated value from the smaller 
second variation amount back to the predcienrtiincd first variation amount when a variation 
amount retention period lapses alter a previous designated value change directive is 
received. 

14. (Cancelled) 

1 5. (Previously Presented) The hiput device ofClaim 1 , wherein the vaiiation amount chai^ge 
unit is operable to alter the variation amount associated with the designated value from the smaller 
second variation amount to an even smaller third variation amount when a third designated value 
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Change directive thai is opposite ihe second dcsignaicd value ciiangc directive is received from the 
operator within the predeteTTitined variation amount change period. 

1 6. (Previously Presented) The input device of Claim 1 , wherein the variation amount change 
unit is operable to alter the variation amount associated with the designated value from the 
prctktcnnined first variation amount to the smaller second variation amount after the second 
designated vahjc change directive that is opposite the first designated value change directive, a third 
designated value change directive that is opposite the second designated value change directive, and 
a fourth designated value cliangc directive thai is opposite the third designated value change 
directive are received from the operator in sequence at intervals shorter liian the prcdclcmiincd 
variation amount change period. 

17. (Previously Presented) The input device of Claim 1 . wherein the designated value 
represents the position of a pointer or the hrightncss of a screen. 

1 8. (Previously Presented) The method of Claim 1 1 , further comprising: 
managing an aggregate change in the de.signated value when the variation amount 

associated with the designated value is altered from the predetermined lu-st variation amount to the 
smaller second variation amount; and 

restoring tiic variation amount associated with the dcsignateil value from the smaller second 
variation amount back to the predetermined first variation amount when the aggregate change in the 
designated value exceeds the predetermined fust vjiriation junouni. 
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1 9. (Previously Presented) The method of Clatjn 1 1 , further comprising: 

cliajiging the desigiKUecl value using the smaller second Vciriation amount when a dcsigiialcd 
value chmige directive is received aRcr ihc variation amount associated with the dcsigniilcd value 
has been altered from the predelemiined first viuriation amount to the smaller second variation 
amount, 

20. (Previously Presented) The method of Claim 1 1 , fiu'ther comprising: 

altering the variation amount associated with the designated value from the smaller second 
variation amount to m even smaller third variaUon wiount when a third designated value change 
directive that is opposite the second designated value change directive is received witJiin the 
predetermined variation amount chajige period. 

.2L (Previously Presented) Tlie method of Claim 1 1 , furtlver comprising: 

altering the variation amount associated with the designated value from the predetermined 
first variation amoimt to the smaller second variation amount after the second designated value 
change directive that is opposite the first designated value change directive, a third designated value 
change directive that is opposite tlic second designated value change directive, ai^d a fourth 
designated value change directive that is opposite the third designated value change directive arc 
received in sequence at iiitemls shorter than the predetermined variation amount change period, 

22, (Previously Presented) The method of Claim 1 1 , wherein the designated value represents 
the position of a pointer or the brightness of a screen. 
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23. {Previously Presented) The computer program product of Claim 1 3, wherein the compuier 
n:?Jidablc progi-am when executed on the compuier fiirlher causes the computer ro: 

manage an iiggregate change in iho dcsigjialed value when the variation amount associated 
with the designated value is altered from the predetermined first variation amount lo the smaller 
second variation amount; and 

restore the variation amount associated with the designated value from the smaller second 
variation amoimt back lo the predetermined first variation amount when the aggregate change in the 
designated value exceeds Uic prcdetemiined first variation amount, 

24. (Previously Presented) The computer program product of Claim 1 3, wherein the computer 
readable program when executed on the computer further causes the computer to; 

chiuige tlie designated value using the smaller second vaiiation amount when a designated 
value change directive is received after the variation amount associated with the designated value 
has becit altered from the predetermined first variation amount lo the smaller second variation 
amount. 

25. (Previously Presented) The computer prograjiii product of Claim 1 3, wherein the computer 
readable program when executed on the compuier further causes the computer to: 

alter the variation amount associated with the designate^] value from tJie smaller second 
variation amount to an even smaller third variation amount when a third designated value change 
directive tliat is opposite the sc\:ond designated value change directive is received within the 
prcdetemiined variation amount ehcinge period. 
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26. (Previously Presented) The computer program product gf Claim 13, wherein the computer 
readablc program when executed on the compulcr further causes the computer to: 

alter the viwlation amount associated with the designated vahie from the predetermined Urst 
variation amount to the sinallcr second variation amount after the second designated value change 
directive that is opposite the first designated vahic change directive, a third designated vakic change 
directive that is opposite the second designated value change directive, and a fourth designated 
vahic change directive that is opposite the third designated vakie change directive arc received in 
sequence at intervals shorter than the predctennined viu^iation amount change period. 

27, (Previously Presented) The computer program product of Claim 1 3, wherein the designated 
value represents the position ofa pt)intcr or the brighlnCvSS of a screen. 
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